ECHO

RAILS & TRAILS

Grand Alpine Rail Tour: Lake Como, Switzerland &
Mont Blanc 13 Days

Dates: Fixed departure dates
Price: from USD 9,995
Max number of participants: 16
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DAY 1: Arrival in Milan

Welcome to Italy! Your journey begins as you arrive at Milan Malpensa Airport,
the gateway to an unforgettable adventure through Northern Italy and the
breathtaking landscapes beyond.

After clearing customs, simply walk to the conveniently located Milan Malpensa
Airport Hotel, directly connected to Terminal 1, where you'll check in for your first
night. With no scheduled activities today, you have time to unwind after your
flight, enjoy the hotel’'s amenities, or simply relax and prepare for the exciting days
ahead.

Take this opportunity to settle in, adjust to the local time, and anticipate the
scenic rail journeys, charming lakeside towns, and spectacular Alpine views that
await you.

Accommodation: Sheraton Milan Malpensa Airport Hotel (or comparable
lodging).
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DAY 2: From Milan to Lake Como

After breakfast, at 9.30 AM, meet your tour guide for a welcome briefing, where
you will receive an overview of the journey ahead and important travel
information.

The day begins with a comfortable train ride from Malpensa Terminal 1 to
Saronno, followed by a connecting regional train to Como Lago.

Lunch is at your leisure. Choose from one of the many cafés or traditional
trattorias overlooking the charming streets and piazzas of Como.

In the afternoon, board the historic Brunate Funicular. During the short ascent,
enjoy spectacular panoramic views over Lake Como, the surrounding mountains,
and, on clear days, even the distant Alps.

Returning to Como, discover the city’s rich history during a guided walking tour.
Highlights include the Cathedral of Como, the medieval Palazzo del Broletto,
once the city’s town hall; the beautiful Basilica di San Fedele, the elegant Teatro
Sociale, and the monument dedicated to Alessandro Volta, the celebrated
physicist and inventor of the electric battery who was born in Como.

Following the tour, check in to your hotel and enjoy some time to settle in before
gathering for a welcome dinner with your fellow travelers.

Meals Included: Breakfast & Dinner.

Accommodation: Hotel Barchetta Excelsior (or comparable lodging).
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DAY 3: Discover Bellagio, the Pearl of Lake Como

Wake up to another beautiful day on Lake Como before boarding a leisurely, slow
ferry for one of the lake’'s most scenic cruises. As you glide across the sparkling
waters, admire elegant villas, colorful lakeside villages, and the dramatic
mountain backdrop that has captivated travelers for centuries.

Arrive in Bellagio, often called the Pearl of Lake Como, where a delightful lunch
awaits before exploring this enchanting village on foot.

Your guided walking tour takes you through Bellagio’s picturesque Old Town. Visit
the beautiful Basilica of St. Giacomo, stroll along the elegant waterfront
promenade, and enjoy the lively atmosphere of Piazza Giuseppe Mazzini.

The tour concludes at Punta Spartivento, the spectacular viewpoint where the
three branches of Lake Como meet. Here you'll enjoy breathtaking panoramic
views of the surrounding mountains and shimmering waters—one of the most
iconic vistas in Northern Italy.

After some free time to browse local boutiques, relax at a lakeside café, or simply
soak in Bellagio’s timeless atmosphere, board a fast ferry back across the lake to
Como.

Meals included: Breakfast & Lunch.

Accommodation: Hotel Barchetta Excelsior (or comparable lodging).
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DAY 4: Scenic Rail Journey from Italy to Zermatt

After breakfast, bid farewell to Lake Como and embark on one of the most
spectacular rail journeys of the tour as you travel from Italy into the heart of the
Swiss Alps.

Your first train takes you along the shores of Lake Como before crossing into
Switzerland and arriving in the lakeside town of Locarno. Here, board the famous
Centovalli Railway, one of Europe’s most scenic narrow-gauge railways. Arrive in
the historic town of Domodossola, where you'll enjoy an included lunch before
continuing your journey.

In the afternoon, travel by train through the Rhéne Valley to Brig, then board the
final train climbing high into the mountains to the world-famous alpine village of
Zermatt, nestled beneath the iconic Matterhorn.

After checking in to your hotel, gather this evening for a traditional Swiss fondue
dinner, a delicious introduction to one of Switzerland’'s most beloved culinary
traditions.

Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner.

Accommodation: Hotel La Ginabelle (or comparable lodging).
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DAY 5: A Day Above the Matterhorn

Today is dedicated to experiencing one of the world’s most spectacular mountain
landscapes. After breakfast, board the legendary Gornergrat Railway.

At 3,089 meters (10,135 feet), you'll be rewarded with breathtaking panoramic
views of the iconic Matterhorn, alongside the magnificent Gorner Glacier.

Guests who enjoy hiking may choose the scenic trail from Rotenboden to
Riffelberg, one of Switzerland’'s most celebrated alpine walks.

After descending to Zermatt, enjoy lunch at your leisure and spend the afternoon
exploring at your own pace.

Those interested may also join an optional guided stroll through the picturesque
streets of Zermatt, learning about its transformation from a quiet mountain
farming village into one of the world’s premier alpine destinations.

Later in the afternoon, a Matterhorn Chocolate Workshop offers a fun and
delicious opportunity to craft your own chocolate Matterhorn under the guidance
of a local chocolatier—a memorable souvenir to take home or enjoy yourself.
Dinner is at your leisure this evening, with plenty of excellent restaurants serving
traditional Swiss specialties as well as international cuisine.

Meals included: Breakfast.

Accommodation: Hotel La Ginabelle (or comparable lodging).
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DAY 6: Through the Swiss Vineyards to Chamonix

After breakfast, leave the majestic Matterhorn behind and continue your journey
through the heart of the Alps toward the legendary mountain town of Chamonix,
nestled at the foot of Mont Blanc.

Travel by train from Zermatt to Visp and continue through the sun-drenched
Rhone Valley to Sion, the historic capital of the Valais canton. From here, a short
local bus ride brings you to Mont d'Or, a picturesque vineyard overlooking the
valley.

Enjoy a two-hour wine tasting experience, where you’ll discover the unique
character of Valais wines while learning about the region’s centuries-old
winemaking traditions.

Following your vineyard visit, continue by local bus and train through the Rhéne
Valley to Martigny before boarding the picturesque Mont Blanc Express. This
charming narrow-gauge railway winds through dramatic alpine scenery, crossing
the Swiss—French border as it climbs to Vallorcine and descends into the famous
resort town of Chamonix, surrounded by the towering peaks of the Mont Blanc
Massif.

Upon arrival, check in to your hotel and enjoy some time to relax before gathering
with your fellow travelers for an included dinner.

Meals included: Breakfast, Regional Lunch Platter, & Dinner

Accommodation: Hotel de L'Arve Auberge du Manoir (or comparable lodging).
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DAY 7: Chamonix and the Majesty of Mont Blanc

Prepare for an unforgettable day in the heart of the French Alps as you ascend to
one of Europe’s most spectacular mountain viewpoints. After breakfast, board the
famous Aiguille du Midi cable car, soaring from the center of Chamonix to an
altitude of 3,842 meters (12,605 feet) in just 20 minutes.

The journey itself is an engineering marvel, offering ever-changing views of
glaciers, jagged granite peaks, and the mighty Mont Blanc Massif.

At the summit, enjoy time to explore the breathtaking observation terraces, where
panoramic views stretch across the French, Swiss, and Italian Alps.

Continue your visit at the Espace Vertical Museum, where fascinating exhibits
reveal the history of mountaineering, the construction of the cable car, and the
remarkable story of human exploration in this extraordinary alpine environment.

After descending by cable car, spend the afternoon at your leisure in the vibrant
mountain town of Chamonix.

Enjoy lunch on your own at one of the many cafés or traditional Savoyard
restaurants.

This evening, gather once again for an included dinner as you reflect on another
memorable day.

Meals included: Breakfast & Dinner.

Accommodation: Hotel de L'Arve or Auberge du Manoir (or comparable lodging).
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DAY 8: Castles, Lakeshores, and the Swiss Riviera

Travel aboard the charming Mont Blanc Express from Chamonix to Vallorcine,
crossing back into Switzerland before continuing through Martigny to the elegant
lakeside town of Montreux, nestled on the shores of Lake Geneva.

From Montreux, a short local bus ride brings you to the magnificent Chateau de
Chillon, Switzerland’s most famous medieval castle.

Enjoy a guided tour through the castle’s grand halls, medieval courtyards,
underground vaults, and historic chambers while discovering the fascinating
stories of the Counts of Savoy and the fortress’s strategic role throughout history.

Following your visit, step aboard a scenic Lake Geneva cruise and sail from Chillon
to Lausanne-Ouchy. Relax on deck as vineyards, charming villages, and the
snow-capped Alps create a spectacular backdrop along the sparkling waters of
Switzerland’s largest lake.

Upon arrival in Lausanne, check in to your hotel and enjoy some free time to
explore this vibrant city at your own pace. Tonight, gather with your fellow
travelers for an included dinner, celebrating another memorable day.

Meals included: Breakfast & Dinner.

Accommodation: Hotel de la Paix (or comparable lodging).
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DAY 9: Discovering the World of Fine Watchmaking

After breakfast, board a classic Lake Geneva paddle steamer for a memorable
cruise from Lausanne-Ouchy to Geneva. Relax on deck as you glide past
picturesque vineyards, elegant lakeside towns, and the stunning backdrop of the
Alps.

Along the way, enjoy an included lunch while taking in the ever-changing scenery
of Switzerland'’s largest lake.

Upon arrival in Geneva, discover Switzerland’s international city during a guided
walking tour of its historic center.

The afternoon is devoted to one of Switzerland’s most celebrated crafts with a visit
to the Patek Philippe Museum.

During your visit, explore an extraordinary collection of historic timepieces, rare
pocket watches, intricate automatons, and beautifully handcrafted clocks that
trace more than five centuries of horological excellence. The museum offers a
fascinating insight into the artistry, innovation, and precision that have made
Swiss watchmaking famous around the world.

Later, return to Lausanne by train before taking the tram back to the lakeside
district of Ouchy, where you can enjoy a relaxing evening along the waterfront.

Meals included: Breakfast & Lunch.

Accommodation: Hotel de la Paix (or comparable lodging).
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DAY 10: Gruyéres, Chocolate, and Bern

Today travel by train through the rolling countryside of western Switzerland to the
charming medieval village of Gruyéres, one of the country’s most picturesque
destinations.

Upon arrival, enjoy a guided walking tour through the beautifully preserved Old
Town, where cobblestone streets, flower-filled balconies, and centuries-old
buildings transport you back in time. Visit the magnificent Gruyéres Castle, a
fairy-tale fortress dating back to the 13th century.

After exploring the village, return to Broc for a visit to the famous Maison Cailler,
Switzerland's oldest chocolate brand.

Discover the story of Swiss chocolate through an immersive multimedia
experience that traces the journey from cocoa bean to chocolate masterpiece. In
the afternoon, continue by train to Bern, Switzerland’'s capital and a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. Join a guided walking tour through the city’s remarkably
preserved medieval Old Town, where sandstone arcades, elegant fountains, and
historic landmarks create an atmosphere unlike anywhere else in the country.

This evening, gather for an included dinner as you share stories from another
memorable day.

Meals included: Breakfast & Dinner.

Accommodation: Kreuz Bern Modern Hotel (or comparable lodging).
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DAY 11: Steam Trains, Alpine Peaks, and the Aare Gorge

After breakfast, set off on another unforgettable adventure into the heart of the
Bernese Oberland.

Travel by train from Bern through Interlaken to the picturesque lakeside village of
Brienz, renowned for its traditional woodcarving and crystal-clear turquoise
waters.

Here, board the historic Brienz Rothorn Railway, Switzerland’s only daily
steam-powered mountain railway.

At the summit of the Brienzer Rothorn (2,350 meters [ 7,710 feet), enjoy free time
to admire breathtaking 360-degree panoramas stretching across the Bernese
Alps, Central Switzerland, and, on clear days, as far as the Jura Mountains.

Continue by train to Meiringen, then travel a short distance to the entrance of the
spectacular Aare Gorge. Follow the safe wooden walkways and tunnels through
the narrow canyon while marveling at the incredible force of nature that shaped
this remarkable landscape.

After your visit, enjoy some free time before returning by train to Meiringen,
continuing through Interlaken and back to Bern.

This evening, gather for an included dinner and reflect on another extraordinary
day.

Meals included: Breakfast & Dinner.

Accommodation: Kreuz Bern Modern Hotel (or comparable lodging).
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DAY 12: Switzerland's Three Lakes and Farewell in Zurich

Today we depart Bern by train for the charming medieval town of Murten, one of
Switzerland’s best-preserved historic gems.

Encircled by ancient ramparts and overlooking the tranquil waters of Lake Murten,
the town offers a wonderful introduction to the scenic Three Lakes region.

Board a relaxing cruise across Lake Murten, enjoying peaceful views of vineyards,
rolling countryside, and picturesque lakeside villages as the journey continues
toward Lake Neuchatel, Switzerland's largest lake entirely within the country’s
borders.

Continue your scenic voyage through the interconnected waterways of the Three
Lakes Region, eventually reaching Lake Biel.

Upon arrival in Biel/Bienne, board the train to Zurich, Switzerland’s vibrant
financial and cultural capital.

Discover the city’s fascinating blend of history and modern life during a guided
walking tour.This evening, celebrate the conclusion of your unforgettable Alpine
adventure with a special Farewell Dinner, sharing memories of spectacular rail
journeys, breathtaking mountain landscapes, historic towns, and the friendships
made along the way.

After dinner, we travel by train to Zurich Airport, where you'll check in to your
airport hotel for your final overnight stay.

Meals included: Breakfast & Farewell Dinner

Accommodation: Zurich Airport Hotel Hyatt Regency or Place (or comparable
lodging).
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DAY 13 — Zurich & Beyond

Today is departure day.

We wish you a safe onward journey to your next destination.

Meals included: Breakfast.
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